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INTRO... 



In an effort to better improve Recluse, we've decided to hold a little contest. 
We've had a difficult time getting input on what we've published thus far, so if s time to 
pull off the typical, red-blooded, ail-American tactic of BRIBING you for your opinions. All 
you need to do is cut this page out (or copy it if you don't want to destroy such a magnifi- 
cent publication), fill out the questionnaire and send it in. We'll only accept 1 entry per 
person. All entries must be received by 12/01/01. Drawing is done at random. Include 
your mailing address, shirt size & email address. Please answer the questions honestly- 
Nice answers won't do us much good. 

The prizes: 

1st entry drawn will receive the "Recluse Party Pack": 

(The RPP includes a Recluse T-shirt, a year's subscription to this fine publication and a 
high quality, vinyl Recluse Zine sticker to perfectly adorn your transportation of choice) 

2nd entry drawn will receive: 

(A year's subscription to Recluse and a Recluse Zine sticker) 

3rd entry drawn will receive: 

(A Recluse Zine sticker, a copy of upcoming issue #4 and our undying love) 

1 . Have you ever read Recluse Zine before? (Circle one) Y or N 

If yes, how does this issue rate to previous issues? 



2. On a scale of 1 to 5 (1 being poor, 5 being excellent), how do we rate in the areas of: 

Quality of information (Did you learn anything from this issue? Was it entertaining?) 
12 3 4 5 comments: 

Amount of information (Do you feel that there is enough info, or do we need more?) 
12 3 4 5 comments: 



Talk about hectic! This past month has been pretty crazy here at 
Recluse headquarters. Chris and I have taken in another cat (and we still have 
two others available for adoption!) and have had to shift our lives around to 
accommodate him. To tell you the truth, this can be a bit taxing, but I've read in 
more than one place that it makes all the difference in the world to the cats that 
you do help. I believe this. I just have to take one look at these cuties and think 
that at least they are here with us instead of out on the streets. 

It's a good feeling... 

Okay, on to this brand spanking new issue of Recluse. We're pretty 
pleased with the way it turned out, and I hope you will be too! But if you aren't, 
we want to know (and if you are, we want to know that, too), so in the back of 
this copy we have included a CONTEST in an attempt to receive some feed- 
back from our readers. All you have to do is tell us what you think, and you can 
be entered into a drawing to receive PRIZES!! 

I'll bet you're just dying to jump right to the back FOR YOUR CHANCE 
TO WIN PRIZES, but wait! There's plenty of other stuff in this issue just as good 
as a chance to win prizes. Anna's column draws us into the world of pet over- 
population as she describes her experience volunteering for a local humane 
society, Chris writes about a long, dry spell (metaphorically speaking), and I 
comment on the apparent "separate but equal" status of women in America. 
James is on sabbatical this issue, but never fear! He'll be back in November, 
fresh and energized and ready to knock your socks off with his wry and witty 
style. Denah once again graces us with her artistic talents, and also designed 
this issue's cover. 



Layout and production (Do the layouts look clean and concise or thrown together?) 
12 3 4 5 comments: 

Creativity (Are the ideas ones that have been beaten to death?) 
12 3 4 5 comments: 



3. If you could change one thing about Recluse, what would it be? 



4. Any thoughts on how we can improve? 



5. When you were done reading this issue, did you feel like you learned anything useful 
or felt enlightened on issues you hadn't thought about? Y or N 

If Yes, what were they? 

Send your entry to: Recluse Zine P.O. Box 09558 Columbus, OH 43209 

36 



We have three contributors this issue: Ron Gibson Jr. from Washington 
state, Nikki Widner from Colorado (formerly Athens, Ohio), and Christopher 
Jones from Minneapolis, who is publisher and editor of Lost Prophet Press & 
Thin Coyote. 

And if that's not enough, you'll find an overview of eating disorders in 
America, a profile of Cozy Cat Cottage in Powell, Ohio, music, book, movie, and 
zine reviews... So are you still thinking about YOUR CHANCE TO WIN 
PRIZES? 

Enjoy! 
^Jill 



CONTACT INFO: 



Recluse Zine P.O. Box 09558 Columbus, OH 43209 
email: info@reclusezine.com 



on the web: www.reclusezine.com 
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I wish it would rain. Rain would change 
everything — at least for a bit. At night, the 
streetlights illuminate thick, clouds of hot 
humidity that hang over our heads like 
unfriendly ghosts. I can feel the burn in my 
legs from sleeping on the floor. An ache that centered itself in the square of my 
back, knowing that at some point in time, I was in some strange, contorted and 
unnatural position while I slept. Or the red spot on my left eye from either rub- 
bing it too much or just not sleeping very well. In a way, I just feel old. 

I used to get laughed at a lot for saying things like that. "You're in your 
twenties... Why, when I was your age..." I'm glad for you. While most people 
have vivid and colorful memories of growing up, I remember nothing. I feel noth- 
ing. A few stray thoughts here and there but nothing that stands out as particu- 
larly enjoyable or satisfying. I used to think about a lot of different things and 
now that all seems swept away. I keep wondering if that's old age or some 
strange disease that is deteriorating my mind — maybe it's just stress. We've 
been sleeping on the floor to make room for another cat and the kitty count is 
now up to five. 

Tony has AIDS and is staying in our bedroom. He was a local alley cat 
that I imagine slept all day and came out at night to hunt, scavenge for food or 
just be aware enough to protect himself from other nocturnal animals. He hasn't 
broken that cycle yet. He sits by the window and meows all night, yearning to 
go outside and play or engage in some sort of wandering adventure. The day 
we brought him in he was a scratched up, bloodied mess. The result of one too 
many fights with the hard core dumpster diving raccoons. We'd seen him 
around quite a bit before and he seemed way too friendly to be feral. I'd put too 
much faith in our neighbors that someone might feel sorry enough to take him 
in, to love and take care of him forever. Yet, there he was. Purring and coughing 
and rubbing up to our legs. Bleeding... 

If only it would rain now. The heat makes everything so stagnant and 
still. Like the earth just stopped moving and we're all stuck in the day — this end- 
less day. Change is what makes me feel alive. Switching jobs, moving to a new 
city or embarking on some new adventure. Going somewhere — anywhere. 
Stuck in a rut of a cycle of going to work and doing the exact same thing every 
day and every night. Having no friends to talk to. Maybe that's where my atten- 
tion is being lost. I have no friends at work. I go there to do my job like a good 
little gear in the corporate machine. I work when I have to and I don't when I 
don't. I'm getting to feel like I felt after I worked there for a while. 

For a year, I drove a three-hour round trip commute and the only way to 
cope was to perfect complete mind detachment. My brain would go on a tempo- 
rary shutdown and like that, I'd be home — or at work. With a snap of the fingers, 
it was done. Driving makes you stupid... That mindlessness slowly crept into my 
workday. Snuck in on my evenings, making it a 24-hour thing. It was like trying 
to quit smoking. I would be driving somewhere and the next thing I know, I had 
just walked out of some convenience store, packing a pack of Camels, suddenly 
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Compiled by: JH(Jill Hert>st) & CG(Chris Griffin) 

The Usual Suspects - A classic whodunit starring Kevin Spacey, Gabriel 
Byrne, Kevin Pollack, Stephen Baldwin, and Benicio del Toro. Great acting, 
wonderful cinematography, and a definite foreboding tone throughout. You know 
it's a good movie when you can watch it over and over even after the mystery's 
been solved. <jh> 

Fight Club - Although it was criticized for being ultra-violent, the critics truly 
missed the point. The violence is simply window-dressing for a movie that is 
actually an indictment of consumer culture in America. Somewhat confusing at 
times, once you can grasp it, it's definitely a thought-provoker. Edward Norton, 
Brad Pitt, and Helena Bonham Carter make up the cast of characters just trying 
to reach bottom. (jh> 

The Daytrippers - 1 didn't think I would like this one but I did. A woman finds a 
love letter to her husband and she and her entire family (mom, dad, sister, sis- 
ter's boyfriend) hop in the station wagon and head into town to confront the 
apparent philanderer. Very dialogue-heavy with strong character development, 
it's the witty lines that make the movie, because there's not much else to it. <jh> 

Dr. Strangelove or: How I learned to stop worrying and love the bomb - A 

classic flick by Stanley Kubrick of 2001: A Space Odyssey and Clockwork 
Orange fame. Starring Peter Sellers who flawlessly plays 3 different main char- 
acters, this film takes a dark look at the nuclear arms race during the cold war. 
A frightening account of just how badly things can go wrong when someone 
with the power to launch a nuclear attack goes, well... 
"A little funny in the head." (cg> 

Zero Effect- Bill Pullman is Daryl Zero, "the world's most private eye." Famous 
for his ability to solve cases without ever leaving his house, he's forced to head 
to Portland to find a set of missing keys. A hopeless recluse with absolutely no 
social skills, it's amusing to see him slip in and out of character to complete the 
task at hand. Add Ben Stiller as the anal assistant and this movie finds its way 
into my top 5 favorites. (cg> 

Dudes - The first time I saw this movie was about 12 years ago and I absolutely 
loved it. Dudes stars John Cryer, Daniel Roebuck & Flea as NYC punk rockers 
heading west in search of a better life, only to fall prey to rednecks in middle 
America. After one of them is murdered, the remaining two do some soul 
searching and end up seeking vengence. The story line is a little contrived, but 
good none the less. Dudes also stars Lee Ving (of FEAR) who flawlessly plays 
the redneck bad guy. Directed by Penelope Spheeris (Decline of Western 
Civilization & Suburbia). (CG) 



thinking to myself, "Dammit! Oh well, here goes another nail in the coffin..." I 
didn't have time to read anymore. 

So then we moved closer to my job. I still don't have time to read and I 
don't know where that time goes. Check the email, make some dinner, feed the 
cats, clean some litter boxes, email people back, send out zines or CD or record 
orders. All the while I feel like, just rain... please! It's been sunny and hot for 
just a couple of days and yet it seems like an eternity. The rain would be good. 
Not just a little rain that dries as quickly as it ended, making it feel hotter than it 
was before. A good, hard, drenching that cleans the sidewalks and the drive- 
ways. One that cools the air and leaves puddles to tip toe around — just a little 
something to tell me that the world hasn't stopped, that things will change. That 
I won't feel as old as I do now. That I can stop reminding myself of some old 
quote I had read somewhere. "How old would you be if you didn't know how old 
you were?" I'm one hundred and eighty lately. That's a far cry from the actual 
twenty-seven. 

"I've got one foot in the coffin and the other on a banana peel." I love 
that quote. So where does all this go? I'm not sure. Life can get pretty monoto- 
nous and automatic but it's good to remind yourself that at least you're alive, 
that you're loved and that you care for something that no one else does. That 
it's going to rain someday and all of this will change... 

Now if only it would just stop raining... 

I've been thinking a lot lately about things I liked to do. I was, at one 
point in time, a pretty good artist. I started taking art classes in 10th grade. My 
teacher was a product of the 60s and for some reason, was a mean, horrible 
person. At first, she hated my work. I showed her though... I figured out she 
liked contrast in my work. I could draw something really nice and neat and I 
would get a C. I could scribble out some nasty mess with deep contrast and get 
an A. It was too easy. At the same time, I started doing Bones Comix. The first 
series was called "Skate." This comic was about an annoying friend of mine 
who, among other things, got swatches for cleaning his room! So, then I moved. 
My next art teacher was another 60s type (there must be something to this). He 
loved my work, my cartoons and my sketches. He was also my drafting teacher. 
I won best of show for painting a couple of bottles and a cattle skull. When I 
graduated, I moved to Pittsburgh to go to tech school and he went to Nashville 
to record a country album (weird). I was now learning CAD (Computer-Aided 
Drafting) and I guess in some small way, I was still drawing. Bones Comix came 
back as a new series called "Middle-Aged Man." Yet another look at an annoy- 
ing friend who was a middle-aged guy that acted like a five year old. It was my 
finest, most creative and inspired work to date, but then I graduated. I moved 
back to Ohio and got a job doing CAD, and for all the years that had passed as 
I churned out drawings and comics and sketches... I stopped. Something hap- 
pened that made it seem like work and like that, it was over. It's too bad to 
because I really enjoyed it. (By the way, I ran into "Skate" a few years later. He 
bragged about how he's banned from crossing the Indiana or Illinois state line. 
Now that's a story line I never could have imagined...) 
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